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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 SSM-05 TRSE-00 /087 W 

290947Z 038782/10 

R 282334Z APR 77 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3357 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

UNCLAS USUN 1289 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS 

SUBJECT: NETUREI KARTA RABBIS COMPLAIN OF IDF'S DRAFTING 
YOUNG WOMEN 

1 . TWO NETUREI KARTA (CONSERVATIVE, THEOCRATIC SECT) RABBIS 
ASKED DEPUTY PERM REP LEONARD TO INTERVENE WITH THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT ON THE QUESTION OF ISRAELI YOUNG RELIGIOUS WOMEN 
CONSCRIPTED INTO THE IDF. LEONARD REPLIED THAT THIS ISSUE 

WAS ISRAELI INTERNAL MATTER AND THAT WHILE THERE WAS INDEED 
A HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECT, THE RELIGIOUS ELEMENT SEEMED OVER- 
RIDING AND COMPLICATED THE CASE. IN RESPONSE TO LEONARD'S 
QUERY WHETHER THEY HAVE REGISTERED THEIR PROTEST WITH THE 
ISRAELI MISSION IN NEW YORK OR WITH THE ISRAELI EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON, THE RABBIS SAID THEY WERE US CITIZENS AND 
THE FELT IT WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE TO ASK THE USG TO 
INTERVENE. 

2. RABBIS REMARKED THAT THEY HAD RAISED THIS QUESTION 

WITH SENATOR MAGNUSON AND CONGRESSMEN DIGGS AND YATES, WHO 
HAD BEEN SYMPATHETIC. AFTER ACCEPTING WASHINGTON 
STAR (FEBRUARY 26. 1977), AND LOS ANGELES TIMES 
(MARCH 6, 1977) ARTICLES DEALING WITH THE MATTER, 
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LEONARD SAID HE WOULD PASS ON THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

LEONARD 
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